
 
1 

FLYING BLIND 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

(This sermon is based on a sermon by Reed Lessing, who pastors an LCMS congregation in Ft. 

Wayne, IN.) 

 

 

Job 1:1-12 

Job's Character and Wealth 

1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was 

blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 2 There were 

born to him seven sons and three daughters. 3 He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 

camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that 

this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. 4 His sons used to go and hold 

a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would send and invite their 

three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 And when the days of the feast had run their 

course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the morning 

and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be 

that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did 

continually. 

 

Satan Allowed to Test Job 

6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 

Lord, and Satan also came among them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “From where have 

you come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, 

and from walking up and down on it.” 8 And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you 

considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and 

upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” 9 Then Satan answered the 

Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge 

around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the 
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work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out 

your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” 12 And the 

Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not 

stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 

 

 

“‘Does Job fear God for nothing?’ Satan replied. The Lord said to Satan, ‘Very well, 

then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.’” 

(Job 1:9, 12) 

 

In 2007, a man named Jim O’Neill was flying his private plane. He had taken off from 

Glasgow, Scotland, heading south for Colchester, England. He planned to be in the air 

between two and three hours. Sometime during the flight, O’Neill suddenly could not 

see. At first, he thought the sun had momentarily blinded him. But when his vision did 

not return, he realized he must have had a stroke. He really could not see. He was 

flying blind. Well, he groped around and found the mike to his radio and called in 

Mayday. After explaining his situation, a jet of the Royal Air Force was sent up to guide 

him to the nearest runway. Soon, Pilot Paul Gerrard had eyes on O’Neill’s plane and 

began to give him directions. “Keep coming down. A gentle right turn. Left a bit.” 

Gerrard kept his jet close to O’Neill’s plane, but eventually O’Neill would have to land 

his plane flying blind. 

 

You’ve probably never flown blind in an airplane, but you may know something about 

calling in Mayday to God. You may never have been hit with a stroke, but perhaps 

you know what it’s like to get hit with a crippling expense, a crisis in the life of one of 

your children, or news from your doctor that you have cancer. You have offered up 

your own share of Mayday prayers. You know the feeling of flying blind. 

And so did Job. Over the next several weeks, in these midweek services, we will be 

flying with Job. Learning how to fly blind. 

 

By which we mean what? Now, sometimes you know why a bad thing has happened 

to you. You go tearing down I-70 at 85mph. A highway patrolman pulls you over and 

writes you a ticket. A big one. It’s gonna cost you. Why did that happen? Because you 

were exceeding the speed limit. 
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But at other times you don’t know why a bad thing has happened to you. Like Job. 

What Job suffered was unexplainable, undeserved. Twice in this first chapter Job is 

described as “blameless and upright, a man who feared God and shunned evil.” (Job 

1:1, 8) That doesn’t mean he wasn’t a sinner. But it means he had done nothing to 

bring upon himself the hell on earth he would experience. He was clueless as to what 

in the world was about to bring him so much suffering. He was flying blind. 

And it was best for him to accept that. It was best for him not to try to guess what he 

had done to deserve such suffering. It was best for him to accept that he was indeed 

flying blind. The wisdom in that is revealed here in the first chapters of Job. What’s 

behind Job’s suffering is revealed, to you and me. Job himself is clueless, but for and I 

the readers of this book, the curtain is pulled back to give us a glimpse of the 

judgment seat of God.  

 

And what do we see? To the judgment seat of God comes Satan, like he’s some sort 

of prosecuting attorney on a personal vendetta. You recall that the word Satan means 

accuser. And he certainly lived up to that name in Job’s case. Accusingly, Satan asks 

the key question of the entire book. And it’s not “Why do bad things happen to good 

people?” Rather Satan accuses, “Does Job fear God for nothing?” In other words, 

“Why do God’s servants serve Him? For the reward and blessings we can get out of 

Him, or do we serve Him out of love?” Satan wagers that if God removes Job’s 

blessings, then Job will stop serving God. And God’s response? “Very well, then, 

everything he has is in your hands, Satan, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.”  

What follows would be hell on earth for Job. You and I are allowed to see what’s 

behind it, but Job will have no idea. He will end up crying out, “God, where are you?” 

He’ll be flying blind. 

 

All of this points to Jesus. Satan was permitted to go after Jesus, also. In the desert, and 

especially at the cross. Satan was permitted to make Jesus experience literally hell, 

eternal death on earth. Like Job, Jesus was blameless and upright, a man who feared 

God and shunned evil. Only, Jesus was not a sinner. He was a completely innocent 

sufferer. He in no way deserved what happened to Him. But while Satan was never 

permitted to push Job to the brink of death, he was allowed to do just that to Jesus. 

When we find ourselves crying out as Job did, “God, where are You?”  
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Jesus says, “I’m here on the cross, suffering with you and for you. I’m here, bleeding for 

the sins of the world. And to take on your infirmities and carry your sorrows. And I’ll 

always be here, for you, as together we yearn for the New Jerusalem, when I will wipe 

away every tear from your eyes. In that place and at that time there will be no more 

death, no more mourning, no more crying, no more pain. For the old order of things 

will pass away.” (Revelation 21:2, 4) 

 

With such words as well as others, Jesus guides us when we know not why we suffer. 

On that day in 2007, Pilot Paul Gerrard guided Jim O’Neill to make a safe landing. 

While flying blind. Sometimes it is wise to accept that that is what we’re doing when 

we suffer. When we suffer, it’s not necessarily that we or anyone has done something 

wrong. It’s just that you’re flying blind. But with Jesus guiding you by His Words, you will 

land safely in His arms today and always. 

 

Amen  


